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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

205 - WOMEN'S MEGILLA READINGS
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2020/21

* Women are fully obligated in all the halachot of Purim, including reading/hearing the Megilla, and it has long been the practice for
communities to arrange an extra Megilla reading for women at convenient times for them. This reading was always done by a man.

* Over the last 25 years, however, many communities have begun Megilla readings by women for women!. Is this a welcome step
towards a more inclusive policy for women in the community, enabling them to be more actively involved in religious life? Oris it a step
down a slippery slope that leads towards egalitarianism and ultimately to practices which are halachically and/or hashkafically
problematic.

* In this shiur we will examine2 whether women are permitted to read Megilla for other women, or even for men. Even where
halachically permitted, we will also examine perspectives on whether this is a positive or undesirable move.

A] POSITIVE TIME BOUND MITZVOT - TORAH AND RABBINIC

» Megilla is a rabbinic mitzva3 which is positive and time bound.
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The Mishna rules that women are exempted’ from positive time-bound Torah mitzvot.
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Rabbeinu Tam (in Sefer HaYashar) understands that, with rabbinic mitzvot, the position is different and women are in
principle equally obligated in all rabbinic mitzvot.
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However, Tosafot understand that, in general woman are also exempted from rabbinic positive time-bound mitzvot, such
as hallel on Chag or kiddush levana. However, as with Torah mitzvot, there are many exceptions to the rules, specifically
under the rubric O YMNA PN Y1 D) - that they were included in the miracle. This would include reading Megillat

Esther on Purim, Chanuka lights and 4 cups of wine at Seder.’
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This is based on the principle that Rabbinic law is modeled on and structured around Torah law.

1. This was a controversial move in the late 1990s, and remains so in many places. In February, 1997 the Queens, NY Vaad Harabbonim included women's Megilla readings in a list of
prohibited activities.

2. For a full treatment of this topic see Women's Megilla Reading, Rabbi Aryeh A. Frimer, Traditions and Celebrations for the Bat Mitzvah, Ora Wiskind Elper, Editor (Urim Publications:
Jerusalem, 2003), pp. 281-304. Much of the material in this shiur is based on Rabbi Frimer's very helpful article (referred to below as ‘Frimer). See also
https://www.deracheha.org/megilla-reading/

3. We looked in the previous shiur at whether Megilla is purely rabbinic or has a higher status of ‘divrei kabbala’ - a mitzva derived from the Nevi'im. We will also examine this below.

4. We looked in depth at women’s obligations in positive time bound mitzvot - see https://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Women-and-Mitzvot-Part-1.pdf and
https://rabbimanning.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Women-and-Mitzvot-Part-1.mp3.

5. We saw in previous shiurim that there are many exceptions to this rule, such as positive mitzvot of Shabbat, hakhel, simcha on Chag and matza. Each exception, however, is based
on a specific verse or derived via exegesis.

6. Chazal state (Berachot 20b) that women are also obligate in the rabbinic mitzva of prayer since prayer is a request for mercy, which women require as much as men. There is a
machloket in the Rishonim as to whether there is also a fundamental a Torah mitzva of prayer each day. The Rambam rules that there is. The Ramban rules that there is no daily
Torah obligation, only one in times of distress. Some mefarshim explain that there is really no disagreement between them on the fundamental mitzva, just on what is considered to
be a ‘time of distress’ - the Rambam seeing this as daily and the Ramban as occasional.
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B] WOMEN AND THE MIRACLES OF JEWISH SURVIVAL
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‘Af hen hayu beoto hanes’ is a famous position of R. Yehoshua ben Levi, which is not opposed in the Gemara. Since
women were ‘included’ in the miracle of Purim, they are also obligated in its mitzvot.
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Rashi understands that ‘af hen’ means that the women were also included in the threat by Haman to the Jewish people.
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Tosafot bring a different explanation in the name of the Rashbam - that women were instrumental in the miracle of
deliverance - on Purim through Esther, on Chanuka through Yehudit and on Pesach through the righteous women who
did not give up hope. However, this approach does not fit as well with the language ‘af hen’ - even they, which implies
that the women were not central. Tosafot therefore prefer Rashi’s approach - the women were part of the ‘safek” ie
danger.
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Women are obligated, in the same way as men, to eat matza. This is derived in the Gemara from the juxtaposition of the
prohibition of chametz with the mitzva of eating matza - it is a ‘package deal’. Just as women are not permitted to eat
chametz, so too they are obligated to eat matza. Tosafot ask - why could we not derive this more simply from the
principle of ‘af hen’? They give two answers: (i) ‘af hen’ only applies to rabbinic mitzvot, (ii) ‘af hen’ also applies in
principle to Torah mitzvot, but since eating matza is also linked® with the mitzva of succa, we may have understood that
women are exempt from matza, as they are from succa. Thus we need an extra ‘limud’ to emphasize that women must eat
matza.

C] WOMEN AND MEGILLA - TALMUDIC SOURCES

» Women'’s obligation in Megilla reading is dealt with in 4 places in the writings of Chazal.

(i) The Talmud Bavli (Megilla 4a) in the name of R. Yehoshua ben Levi.
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This source states that women are obligated to READ the Megilla.

(ii) The Talmud Bavli in Archin 2b
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This source also says clearly that women are obligated and empowered to READ the megilla.

7. This reflects the language of the Talmud Yerushalmi - see below.
8. Chazal learn a ‘gezeira shava’ - a textual link between the Torah’s reference to the ‘15th’ Nissan and the ‘15th’ Tishrei.
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com
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(i) The Talmud Yerushalmi
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This source is slightly different. It states that the Megilla must be read FOR the women, and that this is what R. Yehoshua
ben Levi did in practice.

(iv) The Tosefta
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The Tosefta explicitly learns the opposite - women are EXEMPT from reading Megilla and may also not read for others.

D] WOMEN AND MEGILLA - RISHONIM

D1] APPROACH 1: WOMEN HAVE A FULLY EQUAL OBLIGATION

* As always, the task of the Rishonim is to resolve and harmonize the opinions in Chazal, or at least to rule between them based on the
wording of the sugya.

* Many Rishonim?® take the view that the Gemara in Archin is dominant® and they understand it to rule that women are equally
obligated and can in principle read Megilla for men.
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The Mishna sets out the general rule - someone who is not obligated in a mitzva may not perform it on behalf of others.
The corollary is clearly implied - anyone who IS obligated, may perform the mitzva for others.

* This approach reads the Gemarot in Bavli Megilla and Yerushalmi Megilla in this light. It will also reject the Tosefta is not normative.

D2] APPROACH 2: WOMEN HAVE A LESSER OBLIGATION
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Tosafot in Archin quote Rashi’s approach (above) but then quote the Behag' who cites the Tosefta as normative and
explains it to mean that, although women are not obligated to READ the megilla, they are obligated to HEAR it!

* Some poskim explain the different obligations as stemming from different aspects of the Megilla. The Marcheshet!? learns that the
obligation to hear the Megilla stems from pirsumei nisa- to publicize the miracle, but the obligation to read it is linked to other mitzvot
- Hallel or Zechirat Amalek, from which women may be exempt.

9. This is the psak of the Rambam in Hilchot Megilla 1:1, the Ritva, Rashba, Meiri and Or Zarua. See Frimer fn 17 for an extensive list of Rishonim who rule this way.

10. The Talmud will normally be more authoritative than the Tosefta.

11. Ba’al Halachot Gedolot - 8C Bavel. This is also the position of the Ra’avya, the Mordechi, Sefer Haltur, Sefer HaEshkol and other Rishonim.

12. R. Chanoch Henoch Eigis - Lithuania 1863-1941. See also Or Sameyach Hilchot Megilla 1 who learns that women and men have different levels of obligation to read the Megilla.
Shu’t Chavot Yair 10 learns that men and women have different levels of rabbinic obligation - men from the general mitzva of ‘lo tasur’ and women from a lower-level obligation of ‘af
hen hayu beoto hanes’. Rav Soloveitchik (Grid Reshimot Succa 38a p184) learns that men have a mitzva of Talmud Torah plus pirsumei nisa, but women only have the latter.
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Tosafot in Megilla also quote the Behag and the Tosefta” and conclude that women are obligated to HEAR and not
READ.
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The Rosh quotes both views and explains how the different sources fit with the Behag.

* This approach accepts the Tosefta as meaning that women are not allowed to read for men4, since they have a lower obligation (to
hear and not to read), but they may read for other women.

* The Yerushalmi can easily be read in this light since the women were not actually reading.

« The Bavli in Megilla is more difficult but can also be read in this way as referring to the obligation to hear Megilla.

* The Bavli in Archin will be read as including women in the obligation to read for other women, since one might have thought they had
to hear Megilla from a man who is fully obligated. The Gemara here teaches that this is not the cases.

D3] APPROACH 3: WOMEN HAVE AN EQUAL OBLIGATION BUT MAY NOT READ FOR MEN

* This approach learns that women have an equal obligation to men in principle but may not read for men for other external reasons?,
unconnected to the laws of Megilla.

(a) Zila Behu Milta - Inappropriateness
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Tosafot in Succa understand the Behag differently to the way it was quoted above. They suggest that the Behag is
concerned with women reading for men since this is zol’ - cheap or inappropriate.

« The ‘cheapening’ could be a concern of tzniut - that it is inappropriate for a woman to be the center of public focus in this way.
* Orthe ‘cheapening’ could be that it is dishonorable for men to have the mitzva performed by a woman?’.

(b) Kavod Hatzibur
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The Ritva understands that the issue is ‘kavod hatzibur - the honor of the community. For a woman to read the Megilla
for the community is including an ‘embarrassment’.

13. Tosafot reach their conclusions from the wording in the Tosefta about the androginus, who is questionably a woman or a man. If the androginus (who may be woman) cannot read
for a man, this must certainly apply to an actual woman. The fact that Tosafot learn from the implication of the Tosefta on androginus and not the explicit statement about women
indicates that their version of the Tosefta did not have the end wording dealing with women.

14. According to Approach 2, if a man heard Megilla from a woman then, even bedieved, he would have to read again.

15. Nevertheless, we will se this position in the Zohar (below).

16. According to Approach 3, if a man heard Megilla from a woman then, bedieved, he may have fulfilled the mitzva.

17. Rav Yehuda Henkin raises the question of whether zila behu mifta and/or kavod hatzibur could work in the other direction and asks whether if may now be a cheapening of the
mitzva for a teenaged boy to be brought in to read Megilla for a group of learned women!
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The Gemara states that, although a woman or child could in certain situations bentch for the husband/father, a curse on
those men who are so ignorant that they are not able to do it for themselves!
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Chazal state that a woman can in principle be called up as one of the aliyot to the Torah but they may not be called up in
practice due to ‘kavod hatzibur’".

(c) Kol Isha
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The Kolbo (14th Century Spain) learns that the reason for women not reading Megilla for men is ‘kol isha’*°. He also
implies that the prohibition of ‘kol isha’ is not simply one of a man hearing a woman’s voice, but also a concern of
inappropriate mixing of men and women.
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Rav Nachman asked Rav Yehuda if he would like to send a greeting to Rav Nachman’s wife, Yalta. His reply was that
any intimate verbal exchange between men and women is assur - kol beisha erva!
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Sefer Chasidim cites ‘kol beisha erva’ as a reason to prohibit a young unmarried man from teaching young women.

* This approach fits will with the sources in Bavli and Yerushalmi.

* As far as the Tosefta is concerned, this approach would see the text as corrupted. Either the last statement about women should be
deleted? or it should amended?! to read that ‘women are obligated but cannot fulfil the obligation of others’.

SUMMARY OF POSITIONS IN THE RISHONIM

e Many Rishonim rule that women can read for men.

¢ Some Rishonim rule that, in practice, women cannot read for men, either because of a different level of obligation or for external
reasons.

* All Rishonim apparently rule that women can read for other women.

18. The Ritva learns that the issue of kavod hatzibur applies to a public Megilla reading as it does to the Torah reading. Nevertheless, this could be challenged on the basis of the clear
differences between the two. Women are obligated in the Megilla reading, but not in the communal Torah reading. Also, Torah reading always requires a formal minyan, while
Megilla does not.

19. Those opinions which rule that a woman CAN read for a man would understand that kol isha only applies to an actual song and not to reading kitvei kodesh, even with a tune.

20. We saw above that some Rishonim did not have the wording at the end of the Tosefta about a woman’s obligation.

21. See the Meiri to Megilla 4a who writes: DXY .09 >T> DY RNMI122 HA) YIDYY DNY NN "JNINOT D220 NN PROXIND PRI DNV DIVPY DTAY) DOWY NNMIID YINRY NN GN)
on

JPROSIN PR PR PIYN XN T NON PROXIN PRY IMD TINN NN PNV
To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com




5781 - )10 ONIAN  rabbi@rabbimanning.com 6 “'oa

E] WOMEN AND MEGILLA - SHULCHAN ARUCH
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The Shulchan Aruch gives two opinions. He first rules like the majority of Rishonim that women have the same level of
obligation as men and can read for men. He then brings a ‘yesh omrim’ that women cannot read for men, although he
does not specify which of the reasons he basis this on”. The Rema then rules that a woman who reads the Megilla for
herself should say the beracha ‘lishmoa megilla’ - to hear the Megilla, rather than the normal beracha ‘al” mikra
megilla’ - on reading the Megilla. This reflects the view that women have a lesser obligation - to hear and not to read.

F] HALACHIC CONCLUSIONS

F1] WOMEN READING MEGILLA FOR MEN

* The first view of the Mechaber (above) would permit this. The second view (yesh omrim) would not.
* Some Sefardi poskim understand that the Mechaber rules like the yesh omrim.
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The Ben Ish Chai rules that a man may not hear Megilla from a woman and, if he does, he must repeat it without a
beracha. He also rules that a woman should not ideally hear Megilla from a woman since only men read in practice.

* However other Sefardi poskim understand that where the Mechaber brings a stam opinion followed by a yesh omrim, the halacha
follows the stam opinion. As such, Rav Ovadia Yosef2* rules that one can certainly rely on this in a time of need and, where there is no
other alternative25, a woman can read Megilla for a man.

* Ashkenazi communities follow the Rema that a woman CANNOT read Megilla for a man2¢ since she has a different level of obligation.
Many poskim?27 also quote the comparison to kriyat haTorah and the concern of kavod hatzibur.

* Some poskim point out that the man’s obligation to read Megilla is midivrei kabbala, whereas the women'’s is purely rabbinic due to
‘af hem hayu beoto hanes. If so, there may be a difference?8 at night where the man’s obligation is also rabbinic2® or on Purim
Meshulash, where there obligation of the Yerushalmim is also purely rabbinic, since their reading is brought forward to Friday due to
‘gezeira deRabba’. These distinctions are however theoretical and are not accepted in practice by the Ashkenazi poskim.

F2] WOMEN READING MEGILLA FOR OTHER WOMEN

* As we saw above, none of the opinions in the Rishonim appear to limit women reading for other women.
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However, the Korban Netanel™ understood that the concern of ‘zila behu milta’ that we saw above actually applies to
women reading for other women!

22. It could be the ‘lesser obligation’ school or the ‘external reason’ school, as set out above.

23. We looked recently at the different approaches to when a beracha should be worded as ‘al ,,,,;” and when as ‘le .....". It is interesting to see how this particular example fits into the
different views. 'Al mashma megilla’ is also suggested.

24. See Yalkut Yosef 689:10.

25. Even those who normally prohibit this due to Aavod hatzibur may permit in a sha’at hadechak since kavod hatziburmay sometimes be set aside in a time of need - see Frimer fn 50.
For further sources on the topic of kavod hatzibur see https://www.deracheha.org/keriat-ha-torah-3-kevod-ha-tzibur/.

26. This was also the position of R. Soloveitchik although it is reported that in a real case of need, he ruled that even Ashkenazim could rely on the first opinion of the Shulchan Aruch -
see Frimer fn51.

27. See Mishna Berura 689:7.

28. See also the position of the Marcheshet (1:22:9) that the difference between men’s and women’s obligation is that women are obligated on in the pirsumei nisa aspect of the
Megilla but men are obligation in this PLUS other aspects of the Megilla, such as a Hallel-substitute and/or zechirat Amalek. Again, the suggestion is made that these only apply
during the daytime reading, but for the nighttime reading there is only pirsumei nisa. As such, women could read for men at night. Most poskim do not accept this position. Fora
comprehensive summary of the positions, see Halichot Beita, R. Dovid Auerbach, Chap 24 Section 12, fn 23.

29. We saw in the last shiur that Chazal learn this from a verse in Tehillim.

30. R. Netanel Weil (18C Germany).
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* This position is ruled by the Mishna Berura3! and Kaf HaChaims2,
* However, the Aruch Hashulchan33 rules against the Korban Netanel (and also against the Magen Avraham - below).
« This raises the important question in psak of whom to follow in a machloket between the Mishna Berura and the Aruch Hashulchan34,

F3] WOMEN READING MEGILLA FOR THEMSELVES
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The Magen Avraham quotes a source from the Zohar” - that women should not even read for themselves but should hear
the Megilla read by a man™.
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The Mishna Berura’’ cites the position of the Magen Avraham and rules this way ideally. However, if the woman has no
one else to read for her, he rules that she may read the Megilla for herself, with the beracha ‘lishmoa mikra megilla ™.

* This also raises the tricky question of whether and when kabbalistic sources are binding in halacha.

* In practice, many poskim oppose women reading Megilla for other women on halachic grounds, either because of the position of the
Korban Netanel of that of the Magen Avraham.

 Other poskim3® rule that such readings are permitted° and, in some cases, to be encouraged.

* Note that when Megilla is not read on the normal day (as in Purim Meshulash when Yerushalmim read on 14th Adar instead of 15th),
many poskim rule that a minyan of men is halachically required. In such circumstances, many of those poskim who normally permit
women'’s readings (by men or women) do not allow them unless a minyan of men is also present‘.. Some poskim do permit a reading
for women even in this situation42,

G] THE BERACHA RISHONA FOR WOMEN READING

* The regular beracha on the Megilla reading is ‘al mikra megilla’. Most Sefardi poskim rule that this applies to women too.

* We saw the Rema’s ruling that the beracha for women?3 should be ‘lishmoa megilla’. Other Rishonim#4 rule ‘al mashma megilla’.
 The Mishna Berura, based on other earlier poskim, ruled that it should be ‘lishmoa mikra megilla’.

* However, the amended beracha is only relevant according to the view that women have a different obligation. According to the views
that women have the same essential obligation, there is no reason why the beracha should change.

* Because of this doubt, and the fact that some poskim understand that ‘al mikra megilla’ also works bedieved for the Rema, many
poskim today rule that women should make the standard beracha of ‘al mikra megilla’.

* There is also a debate as to who should make the beracha. Where a man who has already heard Megilla reads again for women,
some poskim rule that he should make the berachot*s but others rule that the women, or one of them, should make the berachot4.
Where a woman reads for other women, the custom is for the reader to make the berachot4".

31. Sha’ar Hatziun 689:16

32. 0C 689:17

33. 0C 689:5

34. Some poskim, such as R. Moshe Feinstein and R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach generally favored the psak of the Aruch Hashulchan over that of the Mishna Berura. A number of
reasons have been given for this approach: (i) the Aruch Hashulchan was a senior Rav and known posek in the late 19th century whereas the Mishna Berura was known as a senior
Rosh Yeshiva and Tzadik. Only after the Shoah did the works of the Mishna Berura gain precedence; (ji) the Aruch Hashulchan on Orach Chaim was published 10 years after the
Mishna Berura and takes account of his psak, thus taking precedence under the principle of Ailchata kebatrai.

35. Midrash Ne’elam is the Zohar on Megillat Rut.

36. Chayei Adam 2-3:155 understands that the concern is that women may have NO obligation to read but only to hear. According to this, she must hear from a reader who has an
obligation to read. The Chayei Adam rules that the woman may read if there is no alternative.

37. See also Sha’ar Hatziyun 689:16 which quotes the position of the Midrash Ne’elam but takes issue with it.

38. This is slightly different to the beracha ruled by the Rema.

39. See Frimer fn 71 and 72 for a comprehensive list of the poskim (up to 2003) who were for and against.

40. Regarding the Korban Netanel’s concerns, they cite the many poskim who disagree with him. Also, recently discovered manuscripts of the Tosafot HaRosh make it clear that the
concern of zila behu milta is only in the case of women reading for men. The Korban Netanel and Mishna Berura did not have access to these manuscripts. Regarding the Magen
Avraham’s concerns, those poskim who permit women’s readings reject this kabbalistic source as being non-normative in halacha.

41. This was the position of R. Aharon Lichtenstein who generally permitted women’s only Megilla readings but not on the Friday of Purim Meshulash.

42. This is the position of R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, who was dealing with a reading by a man for women.

43. According to the Magen Avraham 692:5 this also applies to a man reading for a woman. See also Tzitz Eliezer 19:67. However, Rav Moshe Sternbuch Teshuvot Vehanhagot 1:403
rules that a woman says ‘lishmoa mikra megilla’ if she reads for herself, but a man reading for women says ‘al mikra megilla’.

44. Ra’avya 2 Megilla 569.

45. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 141:16.

46. Minchat Yitzchak 3:53

47. Halichot Beita, Petach Habayit 25.
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H] THE BERACHA ACHARONA FOR WOMEN READING

* Uniquely, Megillat Esther not only has berachot before the reading, but also one after - ‘Harav et Riveinu ....". May that beracha be
made in a women-only reading?

22D PN DMN DXNP NIYYA IWAN ON DN (HDM DI OIEY ... :30°0 HH3) NIVY INNX NN TN 'V T2 1IN 30.
MHD ,TIH3 DHDP IIDH PIIPS SN ,IPNE HY O INHY ;21353 DM 1HIP OH .DIELD PPN DY OO PEPRDD £M
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Megillat Esther (unlike kriyat haTorah) may be read by an individual and does not require a minyan of 10 men.
However, the halacha is that one should try to gather 10 people there for pirsumei nisa - to publicize the miracle. Since
this is not a technical minyan, there is a question™ as to whether this group can be made from women too. It is also clear
that this group of 10 (however it must be constituted) is called a ‘tzibur’.

22D NMNNY 17729 THN INX D) 1MNNYI DXDI NYYY ,NDNDN XIPN DY DI ') MY 77120 NIMINN IR XNPN 31.
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The Rema rules that ‘Harav et Riveinu’ may only be said in a ‘tzibur’. The Mechaber does not appear to require that.
Even according to the Rema, must this ‘tzibur’ be a ‘minyan’ or can it be a quorum of ten for pirsumei nisa.

D2V NI XIN 121 PINKDY MY ND1N DY TI2D) TN TP TN NIYY XIDTA PN PTY NIWYT 32.
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The Aruch Hashulchan rules that, although a quorum of ten is preferred, the custom was that all the berachot - even
‘Harav et Riveinu’ - may be made by an individual.

 Nevertheless, the Ashkenazi custom today in most places (especially in Israel) is NOT like this and 10 are required for ‘Harav et
Riveinu’.

* Many poskim take the view that women DO form a quorum for Megilla.

* Since ‘Harav et Riveinu’ may not require a quorum of 10, and since there is also a possibility that women do count to form such a
quorum, some poskim permit reciting this beracha at an women-only reading, whereas others do nots°.

A3 D’pr‘lm 9D NO3 HID I D593 HTOT DILH DYLI OMINHD 13IDDY I VO3 12930 ]’f)f.'a DML I DL O .. 33.
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Bircat Hagomel’ is another beracha which should be made before 10 people, not as a minyan, but to publicize gratitude
for God’s mercy. The Mishna Berura explains that women do not normally make this beracha because it is often not
appropriate for them to gather ten men to do so. (In many communities throughout the centuries and today the custom
has been that women DO say this with ten men present). However, he also brings an opinion that bircat hagomel does
not require ten”” men but even be made in front of 9 women and 1 man™!

* Another quorum which may include or be made up entirely of women is the halachic requirement to give up one’s life a/ kiddush
Hashemwhen required to transgress a mitzva (even not one of the big three - idolatry, murder, immorality) in public ‘berabim’. This is
defined as before 10 Jews and, since women are equally obligated in the mitzva of kiddush Hashem, the poskim debate whether
women also constitute this quorums2,

48. Those who rule that women MAY form a quorum focus on the pirsumei nisa which is also achieved by women who have an obligation to hear/read Megilla (as opposed to children
who do not). They also point out that this has nothing to do with a regular minyan for a davar shebikedusha (such as kaddish and kedusha). Those who rule that women MAY NOT
form a quorum either base this on the general principle that a quorum is always 10 men (Kolbo 45) or point to the prohibition of a mixed zimun due to concerns of pritzut (Sefer
Ha-ltur Aseret Hadibrot Hilchot Megilla 110a). This approach may however accept a quorum of all women (as with a women’s zimun). Others respond that the issues surrounding
zimun at a meal, with potential drink and levity and where men and women have different obligations, are not present for Megilla, where men and women are both obligated (Ritva
Megilla 4a).

49. Including R. Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer 8 OC 56), Chazon Ish (OC 155:2) and Tzitz Eliezer (13:73).

50. For a comprehensive list of the positions of poskim (to 2003) on this issue see Frimer fn 93 and 94.

51. For a detailed analysis of bircat hagomel for women see https://jewishaction.com/uncategorized/whats-the-truth-about-a-woman-bentching-gomel/. See also Rabbi Aryeh
Frimer, Women and Minyan, Tradition 23:4 (Summer 1988): 54-77, especially 63-64.

52. Some poskim do not require 10 people at all - see Igrot Moshe, OC 5:14.

53. It is not clear why there would need to be one man. See Halichot Beita 13:7:13 who suggests that 10 women would also suffice and the the original wording should have read
women OR one man.

54. See Rabbi Aryeh Frimer, Women and Minyan
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I] HASHKAFIC CONSIDERATIONS

* Aside from the halachic question of whether women’s readings are permitted, there is a broader hashkafic questions as to whether
they are advisable or desirable.

« There are no black and white answer to this and there are different ways to analyze and decide the question.

» Some of the relevant considerations include:

FOR: - Encouraging women'’s religious expression®s and involvement in the community in ways which are halachically permitted.
- The importance of not denying halachically acceptable practices and danger that restrictions may lead to worse breaches.
- Raising the general educational level and awareness of women, especially in ujpanotand midrashots.
- The ability for women to hear Megilla more clearly. In the main minyan it may not be heard properly from the ezrat nashim.s

34, Nowadays, when there are Jews fighting for equality for men and women in matters such as aliyot, if Orthodox rabbis prevent
women from saying kaddish when there is a possibility for allowing it, it will strengthen the influence of Reform and
Conservative rabbis. It is therefore forbidden to prevent women from saying kaddish.

R. Aharon Soloveitchik, Od Yisrael Yosef Beni Hai, end of sec. 32, p. 100
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Although some poskim strongly discouraged the practice of women only readings, other - such as R. Ovadia Yosef -
encouraged them’.

AGAINST: - Encouraging unity within the community (one of the main messages of Purim!!) and avoiding machloket.
- Encouraging women to be in the ‘main’ reading to enhance pirsumei nisa.s®
- General preference to perform a mitzva with greater numbers present - berovam hadrat Melech .

36. If a women’s megillah laining is done under the auspices of the shul, it forms part of the communal unity, along the lines of
orchestral harmony which is achieved by different instruments contributing to an overall harmony rather than having a single
instrument create a mono-vocal harmony. Thus, if we view it as part of a communal framework, all that is left is indeed be-rov
am, and | don’t think that it should necessarily be the overriding factor in this case .... Allowing the group to express itself
lifnei Ha-Shem in a manner that is halakhically appropriate is the right thing to do for their avodat Ha-Shem. These women
sincerely desire to be ovedot HaShem and they should be allowed the channels to do so - ‘ken benot Tzlofchad doverot . There
are so many avenues of worship that are cordoned off to sincere halakhic women - it is therefore crucial to allow those that
can be allowed. | assume that circumstances such as these surely qualify for what Chazal had in mind when they spoke about
la‘asot nachat ruach le-nashim as a halakhic factor.

Rav Moshe Lichtenstein, Message to Har Etzion Rabbinic Alumni, 11.3.16

- Concerns that such practices may be driven by egalitarian agendas which undermine the integrity of halacha.
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Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg (speaking about the innovation of Bat Mitzva celebrations) stressed the importance of
motivation whenever starting any new Jewish practice. QOur concern for tradition is critical to the continuation of
Mesora, but such concerns must not eclipse the need to innovate where there is a great need and no halachic prohibition.

60-61.
55. Some women find women’s only Megilla readings to be empowering and enriching. While some strongly encourage that religious expression, others are concerned that it simply
fuels the need for more such expression, which may not be as halachically sound. This will depend on how much weight one attaches to ‘slippery-slope’ arguments.
56. Some, such as R. Baruch Gigi, encourage women’s Megilla readings in the context of celebrating a bat-mitzva.
57. This concern is raised by many poskim - see MB 689:1.
58. See Frimer fn 104, 105 for a list of poskim who take different positions on this.
59. This will be less relevant where there will in any event be a separate reading for women at a more convenient time.
60. Of course, in a community which generally permits people to splinter into multiple smaller groups at different times, this principle must be applied consistently in this case too.
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